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lowa Ornithologist’s Final Grant Report 2022

Title of project

Barn Owl Nest Box Project

Project Description

This project was to add barn owl boxes to two of Madison County Conservation Board’s
wildlife areas (Clanton Creek and Jensen Marsh). The original grant was written for a total of
four nest boxes to be placed between the two areas. The IA DNR ended up donating an extra
box, which was also placed at Clanton Creek.

Project Goals

There are two goals for this project. The first goal is to provide nesting sites for barn
owls in our wildlife areas to further help their struggling populations. The second goal is to use
these boxes and hopefully future inhabitants, to educate the public on both barn owls and their
habitats.

Project Impact

Through the lowa Ornithologist’s Union, Madison County Conservation Board was able
to install five barn owl boxes (illustrated below). Thus, beginning the process of reaching our
goals of providing nest sites and educational materials. An article, written by Jessie Lowry, about
barn owls and these boxes has already been published in Madison County Conservation’s
newsletter. There will be more in the future, especially as the boxes begin being utilized.
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Support for the “Spirit Owl”

Through support from the lowa DNR, Madison County Conservation received a grant to obtain and install five barn owl boxes from the lowa Ornithologists

| Union. Three boxes were installed at Clanton Creek and two at Jenson Marsh.

Although found on every continent besides Antarctica, the barn owl is one of lo-
wa's rarest residents, and has been listed on the lowa Endangered List since

1977. They are seen uncommonly in the southern region of our state and seldom
seen in the north.

Sometimes referred to as the "ghost owl!” or “spirit owl,"” barn owls have a dis-
tinctive appearance, with white and light tan-colored feathers, and a heart
shaped face. Instead of a “hoot,” barn owls emit an ear-piercing screech.

As cavity nesters, barn owls choose well protected nest sites like church steeples,
silos, and, of course, barns. Eggs are laid in spring and owlets begin to fledge and
learn to fly in fall. These owls will not mate and nest unless their nesting site is
safe and there are plenty of small mammals to feed themselves and their young.
Clanton Creek and Jenson Marsh will provide ample prey for them.

Nocturnal hunters, barn owls eat 1-5 rodents every night and can hunt in complete darkness.

| Several factors have contributed to the decline of barn owls including the conversion of grasslands to croplands and urban areas, the disappearance of large
| trees with cavities for nesting, and competition from the Great Horned Owl.
| How We Can Help

Madison County Conservation is working hard to maintain, improve and restore local prairie habitat, helping to produce

. ample prey for these silent hunters. We hope that the addition of
these special nest boxes will provide a safe and cozy home for these
amazing raptors. Our staff will be checking the nests at least three
times per year. We will share photos and updates!!
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